Minutes of the PPC Meeting
Wednesday 17April 2024. at St Johns

In Attendance
Fr Dominic, Anne-Marie Bromley, Sue Hunt, Camilla King, Edwin Samu, Brian Doyle

Apologies
None

Previous Minutes
Minutes accepted from previous meeting, with thanks to Anne-Marie for collating them

Matters Arising
The wooden beams at St Johns need attention, no advance from H&H on this

Ladybird School on EM land behind Church - Still not finalised, but discussions are continuing

Pentecost Sunday – St Johns and English Martyrs
19th May – 	Given it’s success last year, we are looking to repeat that approach with: 

· The Bidding Prayers being said in multiple languages from native speakers within the Parish.
· Liturgy Group to write bidding prayers
· Encourage wearing of National Dress/Flags
· Bring and Share food for after Mass

Action – Involve Liturgy Group in this - No subcommittee required

Day of Recollection
Proposed 11th May at Littlemore 10am to 4pm - Bring lunch

A second, separate day, for Eucharistic Ministers, using either:
Plan A – Our Parish
Plan B – Pastoral Area

Action – Father Dominic to ask Liturgy Group on preferred course of action

Closer to Christ Campaign
Already a success, with a significant portion of Parish allotted amount already promised. Parish will move forward with encouraging further uptake.

St Johns at 100
As St Johns celebrates 100 years since it’s inception, it seems timely to celebrate this properly

A date of 8th of September was proposed for this event.

Possibly seek to purchase a new Chasuble as well as new Chalices and Ciborium to commemorate this event.

Other activies
Social Event / Parish lunch
Pull together a history of the Parish 
Request photographs from history. (Contact Ian and Gay about this)

Invitations to concelebrate to Bishop, Canon Peter and former Priests of the Parish who served there

Action - Specific Subcommittee formed of Cecilia, Anne Marie, Sue and Ian & Gay Bosley


Youth Group
Build on World Youth Day
Alexandra keen to be involved
The youth arm of the Society of St Vincent DePaul, is looking for permission to become involved.

Action – The PPC voted to approve this request

AOB

Catholic Charismatic Renewal Group
Edwin Samu requested permission from the PPC to form a for older Parishioners, involving Life in the Spirit Seminars.

Action – The PPC voted to approve this request and wished Edwin well in his endeavour

PPC Minutes
A request has been made from a number of parishioners that the Minutes of PPC meetings be posted on the Parish Website

Hearing Aid System
A parishioner had reported issues with the Hearing Aid Loop system, this will e looked into, though we have not had other enquiries about it.

Remembrance Book
The Remembrance Book in English Martyrs needs updating. This will require someone with the appropriate calligraphy skills. 

Action – PPC to suggest any names they can think of to Father

Parish Administrator
Sadly, our Parish Administrator, Elizabeth Waligo, has had to step down from her role due to health concerns. The PPC wishes to extend Elizabeth our grateful thanks for all her hard work on behalf of Father Dominic and the Parish, and we send our prayers and best wishes for a speedy and complete recovery

Indoor Event
Terez Moore has proposed hosting an indoor event at a location in Great Western Park which can take 40 people. Whilst interested in the proposal, the PPC requested more details about this in terms of location, activities, costs and the insurance liabilities that might be involved.

Action – Edwin to ask Terez Moore for further information so a decision can be made 

Lent Lunches
Following a lack of take up on these over the past Lent, it was decided that they would not continue next year.

Easter
The PPC thanked Father Dominic for all his efforts over Lent and Easter to make this a powerful and memorable one not only for both parishes, but to the town at large thanks to his involvement in the “Walk of Witness” on Good Friday.

CAFOD
The PPC also wished to express thanks to Chris Stemp for, once again, co-ordinating the CAFOD collections this year.

Gift Aid
Both parishes need to continue to “push” for the use of the Gift Aid scheme as much as possible. Our Collections are increasing, but many are not using Gift Aid envelopes, so we are not maximising returns.

Meeting closed with a prayer

Next meeting
26th June at 7pm, in Wallingford
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